
Predestination

THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD



Set me apart 
before I was 
born

Gal. 1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor 
through man, but through Jesus Christ and 
God the Father, who raised him from the 
dead
13 For you have heard of my former life in 
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it.
15 But when he who had set me apart before 
I was born, and who called me by his 
grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to 
me, in order that I might preach him among 
the Gentiles…



Hidden Wisdom
Isa. 57 19 creating the fruit of the lips.
Peace, peace, to the far and to the 
near,” says the LORD,

“and I will heal him.

Isa. 56 3 Let not the foreigner who has 
joined himself to the LORD say,

“The LORD will surely separate me 
from his people”;
6 “And the foreigners who join 
themselves to the LORD,

to minister to him, to love the name 
of the LORD,

and to be his servants…
7 …for my house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all peoples.”



God’s Irresistible Will
Eph. 1 11 In him we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the 
counsel of his will 

Isa. 46 9 remember the former things of 
old;
for I am God, and there is no other;

I am God, and there is none like me,
10 declaring the end from the beginning

and from ancient times things not yet 
done,
saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,

and I will accomplish all my purpose,’
11 ... I have spoken, and I will bring it to 
pass;

I have purposed, and I will do it.



Foreknowledge
Acts 2 23 this Jesus, delivered up 
according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands 
of lawless men.

prognosis – to know beforehand



Personality 
Predicts 
Path



Opposing Wills
Eph. 1 11 In him we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the 
counsel of his will

Eph. 2 And you were dead in the 
trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 
walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now 
at work in the sons of disobedience—
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the 
desires of the body and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind.



Predestined –
proorizo
30.84 προορίζω; 
προαιρέομαι: to come to a 
decision beforehand—‘to 
decide beforehand, to 
determine ahead of time, to 
decide upon ahead of time.’
Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English 
lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic 
domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 
1, pp. 359360). New York: United Bible Societies.



Be Wise!
Psa. 2 Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves,

and the rulers take counsel 
together,

against the LORD and against 
his Anointed, saying,

10 Now therefore, O kings, be 
wise;

be warned, O rulers of the 
earth.
11 Serve the LORD with fear,

and rejoice with trembling.


